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In the matter of the tenth NPRM in WT Docket No. 96-86, Dataradio Inc.
(“Dataradio”) wishes to make the following observations:

l. Public Safety has conducted an extensive dialogue with the FCC on the matter of 700
MHz. Inresponse to NPRM 8, Public Safety showed an overwhelming preference for a
combination of narrowband, wideband and broadband. Broadband channels were proposed ,
largely at the expense of previously designated "interoperability channels".

Dataradio submits that this was a clear message from the community of First
Responders saying the following:

o Public Safety needs broadband.

) Broadband cannot fill all the needs especially in areas of lower population density
where infrastructure is too costly. Public Safety needs wideband channels.

. Data interoperability is less important than voice interoperability because data
interchange can be handled by IP and routers.
I. Public Safety has already voted with their budgets. They have purchased 700 MHz
wideband systems already. Others are waiting for licenses prior to implementation of their
700 MHz wideband data systems.

It appears that the Commission has decided to "freeze" license applications for
wideband data systems in the 700 MHz in spite of the fact that said licenses are legal under
the existing rules.

1. Public Safety also supported the Cyren Call proposal since it offered broadband
where appropriate and added a significant amount of spectrum for Public Safety while

preserving the narrow and wideband channels in the existing 700 Public Safety Spectrum.



Has the Commission interpreted the support for Cyren Call as a willingness to adopt
broadband at any cost and to the exclusion of alternate and immediately available enhanced
data communications systems using wideband channels? If so, the conclusion is incorrect.
IV.  The acute need for additional spectrum for Public Safety was established in 1994
(PWSAC Report). Thirteen years later, Public Safety is still waiting for relief.

The proposal to give over a large portion of the existing Public Safety 700 MHz band to a
single licensee who will exclusively provide a nation-wide broadband network is naive.

Has the Commission given any thought to how long it would take to construct such a
network? Will, it take ten years, fifteen? How will such a network provide coverage in low
population density areas? In spite of an infrastructure estimated at over 100 Billion Dollars,
the Cellular industry has yet to accomplish the task.

V. In sum, the most recent proposal will deny Public Safety access to much needed
higher capacity data channels for many years to come. We urge the Commission to drop the
proposal and return to the plan proposed by NPSTC. Furthermore to lift the license freeze
imposed on wideband data channels which are needed immediately.
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